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out the help of any divining rod. It has been re-
marked, and with truth, that though an excellent
xnan of business, Sully was no financial genius. lie
looked upon the King's far-seeing attempts to en-
courage arts and manufactures, much as an old
fashioned and parsimonious bailiff would regard his
master's costly experiments in scientific farming.
But the evils which he was called upon to remedy
were gross and patent. To deal with them in his
common-sense fashion, needed only plain honesty,
unwearying industry, power of comprehending
minute and intricate details, combined with great
capacity for organisation and a most determined
.and relentless persistence. These qualities may not
amount to genius ; but their combination in such
perfection is rarer than any genius; and the man
who possessed them was invaluable to a prince called
upon to rule a country perishing, not because it
needed a revolution or the reconstruction of its in-
stitutions, but because those which it possessed were
threatening ruin from neglect, or so choked and en-
cumbered by abuses that they no longer performed
any useful functions. Nor are other reasons want-
ing which account for the favour shown to Sully by
Henry IV. He was his faithful and constant com-
panion inarms. At Coutras, Arques, Ivry, Aumaie,
Rouen, Amiens, in a hundred nameless skirmishes
he fought, "as headlong/* said the King, "as a cock-
chafer," with a fiery valour surprising in a man of
cold and calculating character. Sully moreover
combined a courtier's pliability with great outward
frankness, and even roughness of bearing in council,